
One year and many events later, Elvis the Penguin…



In it’s first year of sales, Elvis the Penguin entered the top 1% of self-
published book sales, and hit other measurable milestones. 

• 821  books sold in a highly competitive genre 
The average self-published book is considered successful if it sells 100 
books in its first year; zero sales are typical for year two. 

• 3:1  book-to-customer sales ratio 
1 to 1 is the average book-to-customer sales ratio. 

• 25  average number of books sold per event 
11 is the average number of books an author can expect to sell at any 
given event or book signing. 

• 71   number of books sold at its book launch 
Elvis the Penguin blew away the book launch sales record at the 
Barnes and Nobles location where the launch was held on Nov. 17, 
2013.  The record had stood at 43 books, and it was held by a well-
known, local author. 

• 50/50  market 
Elvis the Penguin sells in equal numbers in the general book market as 
as it does in the Elvis Presley fan market.  

• 50/50  adult and child recipients 
Equally half the books sold go to adults as go to children.  

• impact anti-bullying and social values 
Elvis the Penguin was recently selected by an anti-bullying 
organization for development of a curriculum to be used by teachers 
and school counselors to open dialogues about anti-bullying and social 
tolerance with school children. 

With 821 books sold, Elvis the Penguin has barely begun to scratch the 
surface of the general children’s market, much less its secondary niche 
market comprised of the 50 million worldwide Elvis Presley fans.  

The biggest limitations hampering even greater success for Elvis the 
Penguin are the barriers inherent in self-publishing, and constraints 
imposed by a self-published author’s limited resources and time. 

I need the support and resources of a traditional publisher to help me 
attain Elvis the Penguin’s fullest potential. 

… is a self-publishing success!



Copies of Elvis the Penguin sold throughout the United 
States and in each of these countries. 
   

• Canada 
• UK - England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland 
• France 
• Norway 
• Germany 
• Spain 
• Japan 
• Hong Kong 
• Australia 
• Brazil 
• Senegal 

 

First Year Sales Demographics



Within the United States, I can trace sales of Elvis the 
Penguin to these states.   

Please note that these map locations only reflect a portion of book sales since the 
final destinations of online and retailer’s sales are impossible for me to track. 

California 
Washington 
Oregon 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Montana 
Iowa 
Illinois 
Ohio 
Kentucky 
Indiana 

Texas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Mississippi 
Alabama 
Missouri 
Tennessee 
Arkansas 
South Carolina 
Virginia 

 

US Sales



Louisiana Book Festival, Nov. 2, 2013 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Book Launch, Nov. 17, 2013 
Barnes and Nobles, Perkins Rowe, Baton Rouge, LA 
My book launch was so successful, I was immediately invited back for more events. 

Holiday Events, Dec. 2013 
• White Light Nights 
• Highland Merchants Association 
• Perkins Overpass Merchant’s Holiday Gathering 
• Bocage Holidays (guest author of Paper ’N Things) 

Elvis’ Birthday Online Fan Clubs Sales Promotion, Jan. 6-13, 2014 

Book Signing, April 24, 2014 
Barnes and Nobles, Perkins Rowe, Baton Rouge, LA 

Teacher Appreciation Event, April 2014 
Barnes and Nobles, Perkins Rowe, chose Elvis the Penguin with an author’s school visit, as 
part of their Teacher’s Grand Prize package. 

Elvis Tupelo Festival, June 5-8, 2014 
Tupelo, MS 
• Tupelo Hardware invited me to sell books at their historical landmark location. 
• The festival’s Children’s Pavilion invited me to doing a reading of Elvis the Penguin.  And I 

had my illustrator, Anne Lipscomb, convert the book’s cover into a coloring page for 
children to color afterwards. 

Elvis Week, August 8-16, 2014 
Memphis, TN 
• EPIC Contest - was invited to sell books at every event produced by this company. 
• St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital Benefit - was invited to participate in this day long event.  I 

donated a portion of my proceeds from sales and several books that were housed in the 
libraries at St. Jude’s family housing facilities. 

• MJ’s Rockin’ Oldies 

Documentary Film, All The King’s Men, Aug. 10, 2014 
I was interviewed for this independent documentary to discuss Elvis the Penguin, and my 
unique perspective on the Elvis Presley fan base and its performers who keep Elvis’ musical 
legacy relevant. 

DS Book Club, Oct. 1, 2014 
I was invited to speak at the meeting of a large, local book club. 

Anniversary Book Signing, Nov. 22, 2014 
Barnes and Nobles, Perkins Rowe, has invited me to return for a one year anniversary 
celebration and book signing.  

Events and Invitations



Dreams, and dreamers, come in all shapes and sizes.


